
PUBLIC SERVICE
ITS CHIEF «M

Oversight of Corporations Dis¬
charging Public Functions the

Commission's Chief Duty.

THE CHARTER COMPANIES

Mr. Braxton, in An Able Pap'eç,
Points Out That These Have

' Little to Do With Public.

Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,-*Lest lack of public Information as

to tho affairs of the Corporation Com¬
mission result in not only giving uld and
comfort to the enemies of mat instltu-
tlon, but In turning upon it the guns of
1U ojvn friends, I venture, without the
request, or, so far ns I know, even the
knowledge of any member, of tho com¬
mission, to cull attention to some matters
pertulnlng to recent o_ct_rrer_pos, which
tho public either does not know or else
has iippurently overlooked.
Beforo proceeding,. I will state that I

haver lio relationship nor connection with
tlie clinlrmiin of tho commlssloiuand was
not responsible in any way for hie ap¬
pointment, and that I have not, and
never had, tlio remotest connection with
the Virginia Corporation Company, In¬
corporated, nor witli any similar com¬
pany; nor do I expect to have, I only
desire, so far as I can, to put un ex¬
alting and much misunderstood question,
correctly beforo the people ot flic' State.
ln speaking of the commission's con¬

nection with, corporations, It is common
to overlook the very Important difference
.between "public service" corporation*
.lid "private" corporations.
Public service corporations.such as

railroads, telegraph, companies, etc..aro.
«ngagdd In the exercise of public fran¬
chises, a business which no prlvute indi-
vidual, as such, may lawfully engage In.
Private corporations.such aa -manufac¬

turing and mercantile companies, and
other ordinary business corporations.are
only engnged ln such business ne any

^privato citizen may engage In.
The abuses, by which the public is gen¬

erally exploited and oppressed, are prac-
ticaily limited to public sendee corpora¬
tion·, and, ns a rule,,private corrxir-uipns
are interested in tho same manner and
degree as Individuals, in aeelng that
public service corporation« are effec¬
tively controlled and regulated by the

State. ·"*'<,.¦"
While the PRIVATE corporations of

the State and those doing business here
need attention of a. certain sort, the
functions of our government, Jn that re¬
aped, are few and simple, These func¬
tion's could readily have been imposed
upon the office of auditor or Veasurer or
Secretary ot tho Commonwealth; but,
partly for economy, and partly ln order
to concentrate our corporation affairs
in one department, they were, by our
present Constitution, Imposed lipon the
railroad commission, -which, for that rea¬
son, -was called tho "Corporalion" Com¬
mission. In many, if not in all, the other.
States, I believe that the private corpora-,
tlòns and the public service corporations
are looked after by entirely, different
commissioni}, or governmental agencies.-',
The regulation a nd control ot.PUBLIC.

ÖSftViÖE"côrporâ'tirmsr nòweréry.ts- à.·
very diíferentrmatter. and Is. by far, .the
most Intricate, difficult and delicate func¬
tion which the State bas to perform.
.Upon its efflclont execution, the,material
welfare of the people depends to an In¬
calculable extent, Î.O agency of gov¬
ernment, prior to tho creation of our

present Corporation Commission, had ma¬
chinery .adequate' for the performance of
this novel and most important function;
and it was for.t,hls work particularly.the
regulation of "public service," not "pri¬
vate," .corporations.that our Corporation
Commission was .established. This com¬
mission is -the only body ln the Stnte
equipped with the necessary machinery
for handling PUBLIC SERVICE corpora¬
tions.

Public Service Corporation.
. Thus, It will be seen, that the peculiar
field for the labors of the Corporation
Commission is that of regulating the
PUBLIC SERVICE corporations,' and ln
this tho public Is Infinitely moro inter¬
ested, than In the commission's perform¬
ance of its (almoHt purely clerical) duties
relative to PRIVATE «corporations.
Theso things aro doubtless known to

most men. nnd yet they are apparently
overlooked by many, who ar8 criticising
recent occurrences in the commlsslon's
officc,- ns If they affected Its duties in
the regulation of PUBLIC SERVICE
corporations, when, at most, those oc¬

currences concern only the commission's
ministerial functions in connection with
PRIVATE corporations.a minor matter,
in the great purposes for which the com¬
mission was created.- *

In the matter ot regulating PUBLIC
SERVICE corporations, the commfeelon
is largely clothed with the Joint powers
of a legislature, a court and ah execu¬
tive department. Its functions aro to
assess tho property of such corporations
for taxation, to make rates, classifica¬
tions of traffic, rules and regulations for
euch corporations, to inquire Into and
punish any violations of Buch rules anu

regulations, and to supervise and regu¬
late the public seVvlce and facilities fur¬
nished by such companies.
Under theso circumstances tho utter

Impropriety of any member of the com¬
mission'owning stock In a PUBLIC SER¬
VICE corporation is most obvious ; ino
Constitution accordingly make« it Illegal
for him to do so; and, for the benefit
of those whose information on tho sub¬
ject may not be accurate, I will here
mention again the fact that tho recent
occurrences ln the* commission do not
in anywise concern PUBLIC SERVICE
corporations, and that no suspicion or

suggestion has over been suggested of any
improper connexion with, or Interest in,
any publlo, service corporation by any
membor of the commission.
In the matter of private corporation*..

the commission's functions aro different.
Over such corporations tho commission
has absolutely no discretionary power,
unices, possibly, In the immaterial mat-
tor of Imposing a petty fine for delay in
making annual ropor.ts. 'Tlio commission
is without legislative or Judicial author¬
ity ovor private corporations, and. Its
functions as regards such corporations
pro purely ministerial.
When a oliarter is desired, it Is the

General Assembly, alone which prescribes
by general lawa how It muet bo applied
for, how It must be issuod, and exactly
what Kind of charter may be Issued. The
commission is authorized merely to see

that the application is mode according to
law, and if it be, then the commission \g
required by statute to'.-issue a charter
'i,ooorrtlng to law. The commission, In the
matter oí Issuing charters, has pone of
(he' discretionary power» formerly po«-
eosçed by ovory circuit and corporation
cotirt Judge in the Stato, hut nets In a

purely ministerial capacity, clothed only
with the power to see that the statute
Ima been compiled with.
A private corporation, having onco been

chartered, the conimi-slon is absolutely
without authority or control over it, ex¬

cept to soo that It makes thè annual re¬
porte and jiaye the antuial fees to the
¿tate, which the General Assembly by
statute prescribes.
These reports do not (llko those which

/ tit« ï'ederiU .government swii-tiiuee -.·_,-
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quires) cover private or confidential mat¬
ters. They, arc required only for the pur¬
pose ot supplying such Information as

thc public Is entitled to. and are required
to be received, collated, classified and
filed by the commission for the sole pur¬

pose of enabling the public to have access

to them. Such reports are practically
limited to euch Information as tho bos;s
of a stock Issue, the amount of stock
and bonds outstanding, the names and
residences of the corporate officers and
directors, etc. -..Thus it will he seen that
tho Virginia State Corporation Commis¬
sion (unlike the Federal Department of
Cotnrherco and Labor) docs not-obtain
possession of any "corporate secrets"
upon which its members--can "trade." if
thoy would. All the knowledge they havo
Is gathered for tho Information of the
public, and »mounts only to statistics
gathered for the public.
The annual fees payable by private cor¬

porations are all fixed by. the. .General
Assembly, and cannot be Increased, di¬
minished or remitted by the commission,
""¡¡¦"-.ose sole duty is to see. that every com -

¦pony pays them prophitly. They are not
¦even payable to the -'commission, but-, .to
.the State .treasurer.

It Is- apparent./therefore, that -while
PUBLIC. SERVICE corporations may
have much to-hopo and fear-from the
commission, there are practically no fa¬
vors which thattbody could grant to, and
no hardships which, It could inflct upon
PRIVATE corporations, however dis¬
posed It might bo to' do .either.
For these reasons no law forbids a

member of the commission to own stock
in any private corporation.

Private Corporations.
But while the powers and duties of the

commission In reference to private corpo¬
rations are few ana simple, they none tho
less entail a. vast amount of work upon
tho commission, and result In bringing a
large. -revenue, much of It .never realised
before the existence. of the commission,
into: the State treasury. Some idea of
the extent of this work Of,the commission
and Its value to the State may be had
when it Is known that In the year ending
December 31, 1904. there wero 7ßd charters
Issued' or amended, some three or four
thousand, private corporations registered'
and their various annual reports obtained,
collected and filed," and some $100,000 cov¬
ered Into. tho State treasury from fees
of private corporations. It must be borne
In mind, however, that this Is the least
difficult, laborious and Important part
of tho commission's work, ln that it omits
entirely the regulation and control of
PUBLIC SERVICE Corporations, func-
toins which are ; sufficient to engross
(as it was Intended and contemplated it
should do) almost the entire personal
services and.attention of the commission¬
ers.

Duties of Commission.
From what has been said, it. will be

readily soon that practically all the com¬
mission's work in reference to PRIVATE
corporations might be perfotmecV through
competent clerical assistants, leaving to
the v-ommlssloners personally only tho
general supervision and direction of It,
and thus enabling them tó practically
devote all their time and personal labor;·,
to their non-asslgnablo and vastly more
Important and difficult duties In connec¬
tion with the refutation of public ser¬
vice corporation^· functions ln which,
howevor, the commission ii|eo requires
ex.tens ve clerical aid.
It cani truthfully be said that even the

most 'intelligent portion of the peblic
has but a very faint appreciation ot the
amount of labor and tho extent of dif¬
ficulties Involved In tho regulation of tho
publlo service corporations of tbo Stnte.
To say nothing: of tho telegraph nnd tele¬
phone companies, the steamboat aud
street car companies, the turnpuf« and
trolley line companies, and others, over
which the commission has Jurisdiction,
and considerine only the steam railroad
companies, of which thero ara about thir¬
ty-five operating about four thousand
miles of road In this State, som* Idea
ot this work may bo obtained, when tt is
remembered that the commissioners are
charged with the personal performance
of tho following- duties In ïespect to such
raijrpadsi ...

- 1st. To Inspect the physical condition
of these roads and their depot and other
facilities, and to see that tho .safety and
convenience of the public are properly
provided for, Under thi» l*ead the com¬
mission has already condemned and
caused to be repaired or rebuilt, under
Its supervision, something more than one

hundred depots, at an aggregato cost to
the railroads of many thousand dollars,
2d. Tó asses« for taxation nil tho road»,

stations, rolling etocfc, and other roti
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and perional property of these thirty-
five railroads-tinder this head the com¬
mission has Increased the( aggregate as¬
sessment. of railroad property in this
State several million dollars.
3d. To prescribe rules and regulations)for railroad companies in their dealingswith the public. Under this head the com¬

mission- has prescribed demurrage and
switching service rules, which willeave
the shippers of ""Virginia thousands of
dollars annually.

4th. To require railroads to adopt and
observe auch schedules and train ser¬
vice as may be adequate for the "reason¬
able. _p.cdfl and convenience of the public
In a brief article,- It is'·Impossible t.
specify the vast amount oí improvements
In the railroad service in different pd.fs
of the State which the commission has
brought about In this line of its duties.

6th.' The fixing of transportation rates
and classification of traffic, and the
prevention of Illegal discrimination. This
is truly a task requiring immense labor
and broad Information. .For months thé
commissioners 1?a?ß"?>'ßßt? laboring dav
and night on this great Work. When ·
Is known that, to say nothing o'f passen¬
ger rates, which they are revising, they
have been personally revising, readjust¬
ing and reducing general freight .rates
covering nearly ten thousand Items', and
representing an annual saving of proba¬
bly several hundred thousand dollars to
the shippers of this State (a work now
drawing near its completion), some idea
may be formed of the extent and pros¬
pective value«of the commission's services
in this one.branch of their duties.

Their Work Well Done.
For their ability,' fairness. Industry and

efficiency, tho commissioners have al¬
ready commended themselves most highly
to the public, and made friends and advo¬
cates of many persons who were·" formerly
hostile or indifferent to the commission;
but, it is believed that, with few/excep¬
tions, .not· even the friends of the com¬
mission have any realization of the'mag»
nltude 'and importance of the work that
that able, faithful and patriotic body of
men have already performed for tho
people of this State. '.·, ¦'

The clerical assistance necessary, to en¬
able the commission tp efficiently, per¬
form all- its ¦"functions,'* ie perhaps as
great as that· of all the other State of¬
fices combined; and, by restricting the
commission in this respect, its value to
the peoplo of Virginia is proportionately
Impaired.
Either through erroneous estimates or

mistaken economy, 'the appropriation
made by the last Legislature for Che
expenses of the commission is not suffi¬
cient io enable It to carry on Its work
In its full efficiency; but," rather than
allow the public interests to suffer, two
of the commissioners have, at their own
private expense, employed an expert rate
clerk for the commission at a salary
of some .1,600 or $1,800 per year.
The services of this extra clerk, togeth¬

er with tho voluntary assistance of per¬
sons Interested In the commission's work,
havo enabled tho commission to very
effectively carry pn, with the forco
which the State Allows them, the groat
work of overhauling and readjusting the
general rnllrond transportation rates of
this State; but thoy have been greatly
in need of additional, clerical assistance,
a lack, which it woilld seem, should not
exist, in view of the fact that tho publlo
revenue realized from the work of tue
commiss-on Is some seven or eight times
the entire cost of the commission to
tho State,
Under tho conditions abovo set forth,

the commission has been for several
months endeavoring so to arrange mat¬
ters as to economize to the utmost tho
time and labor of Its clerical force, In
order to havo as much of such forco as
possible available for the business of
regulating public service corporations,
The present method of obtaining char-

tors and amendments thereof, and tho
requirement of privato corporations to
make annual reports'and pay annual
foes, while long in yogue in the most
advanced and prosperous suites, Is an

entirely new thing In Virginia'; and,
though all these things are fully provided
for by the publlo acts of tKo Clonerai
Assembly, very fow officers or managers
of private corporations in Virginia uro
familiar with or understand what the
legni requirements in auoh matters uro,
Tlfs ignorance .on their part entails
vory great labor and much correspond-
eneo upon the commission, und its cleri¬
cal force, in making explanations to
such porporate managers and pointing
out to them mistakes in their .applica¬
tions and rcnorts. JJJven wlten auoh man¬
agers are familiar with the law, they
tuo constantly, through inadvertance,
neglecting to make reports and to pay
annual fee" at the prpper time, It may
reasonably be __l|m_itod that, If all the
privato corporations would make out their
applications properly, file tholr reports
propiptly and correctly,, promptly pay
all their annual duce,' and cease in call
on the commission for explanations and
Instructions about matterà which any
person,' who would familiari« himself
with the publlo statutes would know, tho
result would be a -living to tho commi.·

«lofi of work more than equivalent to
that consuming tho entire time of. one,
clerk, whose services could then bu util-
¡steri to replace llibsc of the clerks which
tho cott-ttil«sionere have been obliged to
employ at their private ex penso, and
otherwise to a.l<t ih work oonntsotod with
thc regulation ot ptiuliò service corpora¬
tions.
In all States whero Annual reports and

foes nro required of private corporations,
and where a general Incorporation law
(such as wo havo In Virginia) obtains,
It has long, I think always, been truo
that some Individuili attorneys, nrms or

business corporations have made a spe¬
cialty of looking after, for privato cor¬

porations generally, tho matter of obtain¬
ing charters and amendments, and of
making their anhu/U reports, nnd paying
tho annual fees ßß required of them
-jy law.nil of which matters, as above
explained, aro' merely clerical or minis¬
terial, as tar as concerns the commis¬
sion, which, as above stated, has no

discretionary power whatever In connec¬
tion therewith.
The advflntago of the work of a firm

or corporation of this sort, as well to
the State ns to the private corporations
generally, Is conslderablei
To private corporations generally such

companies save the trouble and annoyance
of making out the papers for applications
for charters or amendments or annual re¬

ports nnd of properly filling them, nnd
of checking the amounts of their annual
fees, seeing to the payment of them and
obtaining receipts for. same, and also min¬
imizes the risk of fIrres or other penalties
upon their patrons for neglecting to file
their reports or pay their fees In time.
the charge for the service being generally
small.

Beneficial to State.
To the Stalo the work of such compa¬

nies is beneficial In several ways:
First..By reason of the familiarity with

the legal requirements In such matters,
which nny person making ? specialty of
it would soon acquire; few or no mistakes
would bo mado In applications and reports
submitted to tho commsslon through tho
agency of such a, compnny, and few or

no explanations of the law and directions
as to proceduro would be asked of the
commission.
Second..Such companies wculd largely

relieve tho commission from tho great
labor of ..sending admonitory letters to
private companies inadvertently behind¬
hand in making reports, paying fees, etc..
becauso overy such delinquent so stirred
up by the company would doubtless In¬
crease tho number of.its patrons.a suffi¬
cient inducement for such company to
"stir up" such delinquents.
As above stated. It Is believed that lf\

the field were fully covered in such mat¬
ters by companies making a business of
those things, the,commission could save
for. othor work more than the entire time
of one clerk, and the saving to the State,
If this work were efficiently done by com¬
panies making a business of It, would be.
in clerk hire and ppstagc, &c, some $2,OC0
-per year.
} Third..It Is' in the Interest of thc State
to incorporate as many; private corpora¬
tions as possible (provided, of course,
they bo for proper purposes), because tho
State now obtains a substantial and con¬
tinuous annual revenue from each com¬
pany, it incorporates. The efforts of such,
companies as we; have, been discussing
to increase the number of their patrons
bs* inducing prospective, corporations to
take out Virginia charters would thus
redound directly to the pecuniary benefit,
of the State. '.'..,
For .these and other 'reasons It will be

seen that the work of.^cli companies ,is
not only entirely legitimate nnd unobjec¬
tionable, but Is beneficial to the State,
and particularly efficacious ln expediting
the work of. the cdrpórátloii Commission.
Under these circumstances that the chair¬
man of the'.commission should encourage
.the formation of cofßor-jt'.öiis to engage
in rttílé' work .wQ-_ildLs.eiirji.jibf,only rea¬
sonable but'conlmei-faable^ ,v''
Subsequent events.'.ha've p^v'én' that .it

was unwise for tho-«haIrma!h .thus to'en¬
courage the Virginia Corporation Com-'
pany, Incorporated (which was formed to
conduct the business above described), by
.subscribing and paying cash for one share
of his stock, as his actlon'in so doing has
beon so cruelly misunderstood by the pub¬
lic, but tUat his motive''was other than
a High and proper one. Or his connection
with the company as ah inactive stock¬
holder could have worked harm to the
State, to the commission or to any out¬
sider, no one familiar, with the facts of
the case can for one moment believe.

To Relieve the Commission.
On Juno. 19, IdCO, the dorporatlon Trust

Company of Virginia was Incorporated by
the commission, and on January 11, 1904,

? the. Incorporating and Trust Corporation
was in like manner Incorporate^ Both
these companies were Incorporated for,
tho same purpose as the Virginia Corpo¬
ration Cpmpany, Incorporated, and it was
hoped that as a result', of the work of
these companies the commission would be
relieved and the State benefited, as above
explained.
For sotr.c cause, however, they wore

apparently not actively pressed, possibly
because the prospects'of.'the business,
as a profitable one, were not sufficiently
bright, or possllily because their useful¬
ness had not become sufficiently known
to the private corporations generally In
this State; and It was* only aitei theso
first ,two companies did not appear to bu
active that the Virginia Corporation Com¬
pany, Incorporated, was organized, and
the chairman of the commission consented
to subscribe- for one share of stock ln It.
Should that company, by Itself or together
with other similar ones, effectually cover
the whole field of attending to the char¬
ter applications and annual reports of pri¬
vato cçrporation^, this Stato would, as
above oxplalned, materially profit In sev¬
eral ways.
Persons, firms or corporations engaged

in business similar to that of the Vir¬
ginia Corporation Company, Incorporated,'
exist in many States of tho Union, and
their work, for the reasons above stated,
is generally encouraged, rather than
otherwise, by the States. In the naturo
of tilings thoy cannot obtain a monopoly
of tho business, for any corporation can

as freely transact its business directly
with the commission as through tho me¬
dium of those agencies; any person or

firm in the State may engage In the
samo buslness-ln fact, there Is scarcely
a lawyer In tho State who does not occa¬

sionally render similar services for pri¬
vate corporations which may otherwise
be his cllonts; just ns many other corpo¬
rations exactly like the Virginia Corpo¬
ration Company, Incorporated, may be
chartered as persons chooso.lo organize
and ask charters for, and every such
person, firm or corporation could acquire
exactly the same amount of information
end to In a position to do the samo work.

No Corporation Secrets.
The Corporation Commission is pos-

gessod of no "corporation secrets" upon
which It could trade, even if it would,
Its investigations of corporate matters
are made, nnd the reports to It oro re¬

quired. In the Interest, solely, of pub¬
licity,, and not for eecrecy. Thero Is not
a report of fact about a private corpora¬
tion in tho possession of tho commission
that la not cqunll.v accessible to every
citizen of tho State. Nor has tho com¬
mission any -favors to grant in the mat¬
ter of Issuing or amending charters, evon
though It wore disposed to do so, becauso
its granting of charteTs or nnjehflments
thereto is, as above explained, purely a
ministerial act.
Bvory privato corporation In the State

has business occasionally with the com-

nilsHlnn, and neither law nor.propriety
forbids a member of the commission *to
own'stock or be on officer, or director In
a, private corporation; tout, In the case
of a corporation, such aa tho Virginia
Corporation Company, Incorporated, prac¬
tically till of whose -business Is with tho
commission, rny own vlow Is that it wero
liest'that'no mernl-er of tho commission
.hold slock*therein. This, however, is it

.¿natter of ophiloii" but that personó con-

neoted with the oommlMInn should net.
as officers or._fn".fl.t**yé.. ot such companies
(If, 111 fact, nny of them did ro act), Is,
plainly obnoxious to several well founded
objections: '

lit, The chief benefit of «uch companies,
so fnt an the State is concerned, Is In
saving work Xor the ce-mralsslon'.·· cleri¬
cal force* but, of course, this would bo
neutralized, If tho work of tlio company
bo done by tho commission's clerks.

2d. It Is not well that any person who*··,
entire timo is engaged and paid for by
one employerfi should biro any part of his
services Io another, whether his duties
to the first employer actually consume
all his timo or not.
8d. It would givo a «company, having

commission -,clerks ln its employ, nn ad¬
vantage over other companies In the
flame business, ln thé nfattor of prompt¬
ness in getting information' of the* dally
transactions ln tho commission's office.
4th. It would likely bo the duty of such

a company-to Its patrons Oust as of an

ordinary attorney to hlfl clients) to pfltut
out to such of them as had not already
observed It, wherein, by reducing their
nominal capital stock, or otherwise, th&y
might make a saving in their annual
duos to tho State; but as the State would
bo a loser by this, It would hardly bo
appropriate that it should bo brought
about by ono or more of her own em¬

ployes.
Npt of Public Concern.

Whllo these arc surely material and
sufficient objections to having commission
clerks in tho employ of such companies
as the Virginia Corporation Company,
Incorporated, no other valid objections
now occur to mo which can bo urged
thereto. .

With the personal controversy between
the clerk and tho first assistant clork
of tho commission, and with any personal
differences between tho chairman and
the first assistant clork, tho public has
no concern. Those are either matters) of
office discipline or of a private nature
between those gentlemen ns individuals,
which I shall not dlBCUss, with which
I have nothing to do, and in which I
shalt' not permit myself to became In¬
volved. ·

The sole concern of the public, and my
sole concern, so far as Judge Crump 1»
involved, Is with his services as chalr-
muh of the Corporation Commission. This
is probably the most important, and
certainly the most- difficult office ln
the State. (FOr Its Incumbent aro re¬

quired tho qualities of high Integrity,
falf-mlndednesa, great industry and pe¬
culiar learning In constitutional law. All
these Judge Crump, In his public service,
has shown himself possessed of In a

high degree. There is scarcely a step
to bo taken by the commission ln the
matter of regulating public corporations
that Is not surrounded with the utmost
legal difficulties "and entanglements. The
whole subject Is new, and each decision
of the commission, so far, 'has been
like hewing a path into nn untrod for¬
est. Many of the ablest lawyers In the
State have declared that suggested and
desirable "regulations of mllroadar' were
legally Impossible; and. yet. such has
been the learning, skill and ludgment of
Judge Crump.the only professional law¬
yer on the commission.that he has re¬
peatedly devised means of overcoming
these legal obstacles and Imposing the
regulations, and in no single Instance
has his Judgment In'such matters been
reversed. The value to the State of his
services in these particulars is incalcula¬
ble.
Hiis success has not been tho result of

intuition, but of the most earnest and
¡unremitting study and labor ever since
he has been upon tho -commission. With¬
out disparagement of any.other officiai ln
tho State, i. believe It cannot be refuted
that Judge, Crump, es chairman oflthe

) Corporation Commission, has been one
of the very hardest worked publfc offi¬
cers In Virginia. The loss of such ?
:man, who is so earnest and faithful,
who has now become· familiar with the
(important and intricate labors of the
office, and learned' so well --the path
through the legal labyrinth which sur¬
round!* government regulation of rail¬
roads, would be well nlijlr irreparable,
and no less than a public misfortune.
Thnt tho public has shown itself so

Jenlous of the integrity and good name of
the Corporation Commission Is certainly
,& most gratifying and wholesome sign;
but, because of a trivial error of Judg¬
ment on his part, involving only an
act which, at most, was a harmless indis¬
cretion, in a well Intended effort to ad¬
vance the public Interests, lot us not,
in our excess of real, pass sentence of
condemnation upon an honorable, consci¬
entious, faithful and most officient public
servant, who, with his two colleagues
of similar character, is engaged in the
most beneficial public service this State
lias received for many a year.
The sole question for the public is. has

Judge Crump, ns tho presiding officer
of one of the highest and most important
tribunals of tho 8tnte, done anything
which should forfeit-for him the respect
and confidence of tho people? To this
question, my own answer Is, emphatically,
that he has not.'
I think I may reasonably claim that

no ono could be more deeply interested
In the fair name and success of the
Virginia Corporation Commission than I;
and. to all the friends of that great In¬
stitution, I wish to say tliat, In my
opinion, Its .integrity will never be In
better or safer hands than It is to-day.

Respectfully,
A. C. BRAXTON.

V. P. I. GERMAN.

Commencement Exercises Opened
With Brilliant Dance.

(Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
BLACKSBURG, VA., June 10..The com¬

mencement exercises of Virginia Polytech¬
nic institute opened Friday night with
,a brilliant gorman, given tho. seniors by
tho Juniors" class. The big dance hall,
120 by 00 foot, was decorated In evergreens
and the college colors, ???ß?? was fur¬
nished by the Academy orchestra of
Roanoke, and dancing kept up until 4
o'clock. At 12:30 o'clock an elegant ban¬
quet was served, covers being laid for
275, Forty-nine couples and about twen¬
ty-live stags participated In the danco,
Mr, T. ti. Hoburt leading with Miss
Nance, of Mississippi·
The engagement cards wero hand print¬

ed and bore the college monogram In
gilt. Tho affair was under the manage¬
ment of Cadet T. De'Lu Cova, a wealthy
Cubun, and was beautifully carried out.
At 9 o'clock tho Sophomore banquet was
held with covers for ninety, Tho Invited
guests were Prof, Vawter, Dr, Nelson and
Dr. WlUlams, the first two of whom made
pleasant Informal talks. A delightful
menu and «no best of good fellowship
made the banquet a groat success,
Dr. Wilson said that titteen yeare ago

tho Sophomore class numbered ilfteon, to-

day it numbers 120.
To-night tho celebration of the Maury

Literary (Society took plaice, followed
by a hop,
There are hundreda of visitors in the

town, and great numbers are -xpoctea
next week. ,

Those dancing the Friday night gennun
.woro! Cndot T. ti. Hobart with Miss
Nnnce, of Mississippi! Cadet T· tie'tiu.
Cova with Miss Kathleen Cussell, Bed¬
ford; Cndot Edward Turner with Miss
Willie Nash. University of Virginia; Cadet
Fuqua with Miss Lily Tyler, Kadford,
Va·; Cadet Robert batane with Miss
Fanny Beverly. Essex, Cadet Yarrittgion
with Miss Wlnltredo Deene. Itlchmond;
Cadet Jewell with Miss Nelson, Lynch-
lung; Cndot Withers with Mjiry Yost,
Staunton; Cadet Ollkonson with Miss·
Mason, Pearisburg; Cadet Bridges with
jMIsh l'ago Qrymes, Rlohmond; Cadet J. T,
Wllllums with .Miss Yiirrliigton, Rich¬
mond; Cadet SmolUer with Miss Mary
Williamson, Orango; Cadet Cabell with
Miss Josephine Williams, Lynchburg;
Cadet Cluytor with Miss Elizabeth Klpps,
Biaeksburg; Cadet Robins with Alias Bow--
muu, Lynchburg; Cadet 1-uttlson with
»Has Fosque, Ac canuto: Cadet Muggins
with Misa Saunders, Evlngton; Cadet
Kastlmm with Miss ¿Francos l_ori*lug,
Natural Bridge; Cudot Rann Wilson with

/CABLE ?

COMPANY]
!\P1AN0S(Í WE DO NOT LAY

CLAIM TO OLD AGE
But to progressiveness and perfect knowledge
of piano building.

AT THE SAME TIME WE
HAVE BEEN HERE ONE
OR TWO DAYS, LONG
ENOUGH TO ESTABLISH,
BY FAR THE LARGEST
PIANO BUSINESS IN THE
COMMUNITY.

The pianos we carry have been accorded the
unqualified approval of professionas musicians
and of refined and cultured musical people,
and you can't find the equal for oun line of
pianos.
Mason & Hamlin Conover

Cable Kingsbury
Wellington DeKoven
We have often repeated and again reiterate

that the name The Cable Company guarantees
you the best to be had in piano construction,
AND WE DEFY ANYONE TO CHAL¬
LENGE THE ASSERTION.

The Cable Company
J. G. CORLEY, Manager. Richmond.
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A NOBLE ANIMAL
Sir,.Assumine that a large class of

your «aders appreciate as I do tlie affec¬
tion and fine qualities of a, good dog, I
clip and send you from "Tho Ram's
Horn" of juno 3d, the most beautiful
and remarkable dog story that I have
ever read, or known by hearing. Those
of your readers who otherwise would
have missed seelna It. will, I am sure,
appreciate the kln<mcss o'f Its appearanca
ln your columns. "Apart from" Its sen¬
timental power that stirs our tendorest
and noblest emotions, it is a valuable
contribution to that literature covering
a lino that a genoratloa ago was re¬

garded as being most clear and distinct,
the line between .reason and Instinot.
That lino faded more and more, until
wo now can scarcely gut even an occa¬
sional glimpse of It, and Us obliteration
Is only a question of time. If thc state¬
ments concernine: this dog stand as mat¬
ters of fact, the paper is indeed a val-
uablo contribution to this class of lit¬
erature as Illustrative If not demonstrat¬
ive material. And now Is the time to
easily verify or disprove,· or to qualify
theso statements.

J. R. STUROIS.
Elba, Va., June 7, 1905.
A DOG OF HEROIC DEEDS.

There was a Scotch collie named "Boy,"
tho story of whose life Is one of won¬
derful devotion and heroic deeds. He
¦was tho proporty of Frank Barber, of
Huntington, West Virginia, and .he saved
the lives of many children. "Boy" Is now
dead, for he was struck'and Rilled while
pushing little Louise Brown from fri front
of a Chesapeako and Ohio passenger
train.
Tho history of "Boy" Is tho .story of a

dog .almost human In his ways. Eight
years ago he was taken Into tho home
of Frank Barber, a little, curly-haired,
frolicsome puppy. Ho grew to be a nuis¬
ance about tho house and was given to

a farmer living many miles back In Ohio,
The first night in his new home ho was

ehalnod to a small kennel ln the yarn,
but whpn morning came the dop, chain
and kennel w<>ra missing. "Boy· swam

across th.» Ohio River.
^
kennel nnd nil,

and turned up at his old home with the

little kennel tied fast to him, but su-

preme In his confidence of being taken
back again. How ho repaid the family.
for their care is an interesting story.., ,'¦;.
Three mights after he had returned the

family were aroused Just before dawn by
"Boy" barking and leaping against thov
kltchen door. The houeo was found in
flames and two of the children were In
danger of death. (Heroic action-only saved'
tho bablos and the house. After that
there was forever a home for "Boy" In-
the Barber family.
The Barbers live close to the tracks of

the-Chesapeake and Ohio''Railroad and
near a crossing on Eighth.Avenue, which
many children traverso dally on their way
to and from the public schools.· For mote
than six years "Boy" has watched that
crossing ln the morning, at noon, and at
night, and on four different occasions he.
has pulled weet tots from the tracks Just
ln time to save them from being run over
by a train, it was for thle that employes
of the company gave him a handsome,;
silver-mounted collar, bearing the Inscrip¬
tion: "To 'Boy,* with the gratitude of the
C. and O. and many loving- parents."
"Boy" wore that collar when he died.
The Incident that closed the beautiful

career of "Boy" Is pathetic in tho ex¬
treme. One morning last fall as No. ll>
was pulling out of the depot for Cincin¬
nati, little Louise Brown, daughter of B.
F. Brown, of Eighth Avenue, who had
risen with her, father at an unusually-
early hour, was out playing In the snow'
by herself, and running up on the track
intent on rolling a big ball of snow, bne
failed to apprehend her danger and
would havo been Instantly killed had not
"Boy," from a point of vantage on the·
Barber front porch, seen her In time, and
rushing swiftly across the Intervening*
space, struck the child with his head,
sending her tumbling head over heels off.
tho track into the snow.but sare. xne
Jar of striking the child so forcibly threw
"Boy" backward directly in front of the
engine, and the cruel wheels crushed out
his life.
"Boy" was burled with every honor thatcould be given him, and the children for

blocks around, all of whom had playedday after day with "Boy," were at the
funeral, the four little girls whose lives
he had saved acting as pall-bearers.

Miss Julia Morton, South Carolina; Cadet

Whltehurst with Miss Daisy Eggleston,
Charlotte Courthouse; Cadet Bailey with
Miss Annie Henderson, Biaeksburg,- Cadet
Royer with Miss Virginia Vawter, Miller
Manual Training School; Cadet Watklns
with Miss Lucy Eggleston. Charlotte
Courthouse; Cadet Garcin with Miss Pony
Robins, Richmond; Cadet Uulgon with
Miss Apperson, Marlon; Cadet Cove with
Miss Warwick, Blchmond; Cadot Shuey
with Miss Cauthorn, Tappahannock; Cadet
Charlie Snoad with Mies Willie Penn,
Roanoke; Cadet Glbboney with MIbs Car¬
rie Webster, Texae; Cadot Byers with
Miss Katie Bird, Salom; Cadet Hlldebrand
with Miss Sella Boll, Wakefleld; Cadet
Tyiies with Miss Shumate, Pearisburg;
Cadot Froehllng with Miss Damali, Roan¬
oke; Cadet J. Kdgar Bell with Misa Nan¬
nie Biggs, Rlohmond; Cadet Taylor with
Miss Jean Cook, Norfolk; Cadet Schlüter
with Miss ??a Jowoll. Chrlatlansburg;
Cadet Hoffman with Miss WMlson, Char-
lottesvllle; Cadot T. D. Giles with Miss
Annio Chlldress, Bristol; Cadet Scott with
Miss Elise Shepherd, North Carolina;
Cadet Fosque with Jan|o Dlnwlddlo, Dan¬
vlllo; Cadet A. R. Wilson with Miss Elea¬
nor Daley, Elkins. W. Va.; Cudot Van-
sant with Miss Carolin Martin, Mobile;
Cudet Montague with Miss Mary Sorpoll,
Louisville; Cadet Courtnoy with Miss Ine·/;
Clark, Lynchburg; Cadet Blue with Miss

Walpole, Oak Rldgo; Captain Honnlng
with Miss Nannie Davis, Lynchburg; Cadet
Grant with Miss Waldorp, Norfolk; Cadet
Sykos with Miss McColgan, Bland; Cadet
Watts with Miss Shuey, Charlottesvlllo,
Chaporones.Dr. and Mrs. McBrydo,

Prof, and M*rs. Vawter, Prof, and Mrs.
Fentress, Dr, and Mrs. Spencer, Major B.
R. Seiden, Miss Bolton, Dr. and Mrs. New¬
man,

DICK DUKE UMPIRE.

He Will Officiate at Monday's
Double-Header and Other Game
President Kose, of tlio Twin City League,

announced laut night that the eorvlces of Mr.
Itl-hunl Puk« had been iieeureii for tho re¬

mainder of the season, 11« dealres to amaro

patròW of tho kuiuo that thero will bo no oo-

ciiHlon lor dl-sutlsfaetlon With tho umpiring
liorenftei*. ?

The flrat »top In the rejuvenation of tlia
Richmond team hnu been tahon by the u|v
pointaient of Mr. Robert Knightly a« nctlng
manager, In place of Mr. Hender, who rottre·*.
Tha team will bo strengthened In tlio box also,
and will appear against Manchester Monday
In tho first pmif of a double hender, beprlu-
nlng et ÏHS P. M, Barton Height» and tha
Brownie» will Play th« tteoond «Owe Monday,
beginning at f.t3 promptly. Two erucklng good
games uro promised. It la Richmond's turn
to play a brilliant sume, aa It did laat Wed»
ne.ilay whOH It defeuled Hartón Heights.

Medal Contest at Chester, >
'l*hore waa a medal contest at Chester, under

the auspices of tha local XV, O. T. U. Friday
mu-,* mutai· t_i_> diractlda Of lira, , JB, fl.

Clement. Six young ladles contested for th«Demorost modal, the successful one being Miss
Jordan, daughter of the Baptist minister ofChester. Quits a number of Richmond friends
went over to tho interesting event. Mr..and Mrs.'XX'., L. Balles saner several taking solos. Aguitar and mandolin club consisting of Miss
Unii o B. Klrtley and Messrs. R. H. Shepherd,I. H. and W. D. Shelton, played several
pretty selections. Rev. Mr. Jordan offered
prayer and Rev. Mr. "Woodward, of Man-
ehester, presented tho medal In an eloquentspeech. The Judges were Rev, Mr. "Woodward,Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Bickers.
The occasion was a very enjoyable one.

Qualifying Round Played.
Tho qualifying round at medal play for the

unnual golf championship of tho Lakesld·
Country Club was played yesterday afternoon
at Lakeside Park.
The following are the names of those who

played and qualified:
Out. In Total,Qossnor Harrison.,.id 45 83

Clranv'lle Gray.!.. 43 44 M
II. Stewart Jones.41 46 CO
John XV. Atkinson, Jr.., .... 48 43 M
T. J. l>. Mackay.44 46 90
W. T. Broonie. 48 4T W
II. A. Qlllle. 4» 46 93
C, C. Jones..'.,.48 48 86
R. I.. Powers.66 50 108
!.. M--K. Judklns. 63 58 IS)
The first round at match play will be playedoft on Saturday aiternoon, June the 17th In¬

stant, unless the pairs arange to play theirmatches .off before that day.
The players are paired for tho first round atmatch play as follows:
U, Harrison and John W. Atkinson, Jr.
O. Gray and R. L. Powers.
T. J. ». Mackay and 11. A. Glllls.
!.. McK. Judklns and H Stewart Jones.
XV. T. Broome and C. C. Jones.

LETTER TO H. C. BRAIMBR,Richmond, Va.
Dear Sir: Porterhouse, so much; neck,

so much: all tho -way between.
Just so with paint, Devon lead-and-

giiio Is the porterhouse. Nobody wants
the neck; the between, some sajela good
enojfgh for them,
Cut Devoo costs less, not more,- than

between. Load-and-oll la -"botween; It
Is tho old-fashion' paint. But zinc has
come in. ülno toughens white lead- De¬
voo lead-and-slnc is tho paint that w#ars
twice *¦ long as lea-l-and-oil.
Mr John ? »eitel. Fair Haveu. ? Y,

writes:
"Air Challes Hollenback, of this place,

painted his house three years ago with
Povoo lead-aiid-alnc; his father painted
at the same time w|th lead-aud-oll. To¬
day the son's house looks as welt es the
day It was painted, while the intlW»
t'ouso ha« all chalked off and M««d#
painting very badly. Tho father f*y«
ho will paint with'Kovoe next time,

yòtirs truly
w F XV DBVOK * CO

Harris iUximt* Co. _*U our »*Ui*t,


